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Secular Franciscan Herald 

Notes From Our Minister… 
Have you ever looked at the month of October and looked at the memorials that are posted? I did 
today, October 3rd, and realized why my middle name is Theresa. Here is a list I compiled up to 
October 11th: 

October 1: St. Therese of Lisieux 
October 2: Guardian Angels 
October 4: St. Francis of Assisi 
October 5: St. Maria Faustina Kowalska of the Blessed Sacrament 
October 8: Our Lady of the Rosary 
October 11: St. John XXIII 

Now I was curious about these dates and why these particular memorials. So, I went digging again 
(computers are nice) and found a few interesting things.  
St. Therese: Some quotes “Without love, deeds, even the most brilliant, count as nothing.” “The 
world's thy ship and not thy home.” “If every tiny flower wanted to be a rose, spring would lose its 
loveliness.” “God would never inspire me with desires which cannot be realized; so, in spite of my 
littleness, I can hope to be a saint.” 
Guardian Angels: A guardian angel is a type of angel that is assigned to protect and guide a 
particular person, group or nation. Belief about angels can be traced throughout all antiquity. The 
idea that angels guard over people played a major role in Ancient Judaism. 
St. Francis of Assisi: His life and message were uncompromising and simple: greed causes 
suffering for both the victims and the perpetrators. St. Francis's views about the perpetrators are 
relevant as bankers award themselves enormous undeserved bonuses, while others suffer. 
St. Faustina: St. Faustina, who was chosen by Jesus to be His missionary of the powerful message 
of Divine Mercy, was hidden by her humble external appearance. In 1905 she was born as Helena 
Kowalska to a family of poor peasants in Poland and was the third of ten children. 
Our Lady of the Rosary: According to Dominican tradition, in 1206, Dominic de Guzman was in 
Prouille, France, trying to convert people back to the Catholic Faith. The young priest had little 
success until one day he received a vision of the Blessed Virgin, who gave him the rosary as a tool 
against the heretics. Although this is generally acknowledged as a legend, the development of this 
prayer form owes much to the followers of St, Dominic. 
St. John XXIII: Pope John XXIII's relatively short time in office is remembered chiefly for convening 
the Second Vatican Council, which transformed the Roman Catholic Church. The move, three 
months into his papacy caused surprise and in some cases shock. 
A few things to ponder about as we enter this month of the Rosary, and some very interesting saints 
to help us through this conflicting world.  

God Bless Us All. Janice Rybaski, OFS minister 
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 Calendar of Events 
October-Month of the Holy Rosary and the Holy 
Angels 
1st-St Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin, Doctor of 
the Church, died 1897 
2nd-Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
4th-St Francis of Assisi, Founded the Franciscan 
Order, died 1226 
5th-St Maria Faustina Kowalska, Virgin, died 1938 
7th-Feast of the Holy Rosary 
11th-St John XXIII, Pope, died 1963  
11th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT 
18th-St Luke, Evangelist, died 1st Century 
20th-St Paul of the Cross, Priest, Founded the 
Passionists, died 1775 
22nd-St John Paul II, Pope, died 2005  
23rd-St John of Capistrano, Priest, Franciscan First 
Order, died 1456 
28th-Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles, died 1st Century 
November-Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
1st-Feast of All Saints-Holy Day of Obligation 
2nd-Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
4th-St Charles Borromeo, Bishop, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1584 
8th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT 
10th-St Leo I, the Great, Pope, Doctor of the Church, 
died 461 
15th-St Teresa of Avila, Discalced Carmelite Mystic, 
Doctor of the Church, died 1582 
15th-St Albert the Great, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church, died 1280 
16th-St Agnes of Assisi, Virgin, Poor Clare Sister of 
the Franciscan Second Order, died, 1253 
17th-St Elizabeth of Hungary, Virgin, Patroness of 
Franciscan Third Order Secular, died 1231 
21st-Feast of the Presentation of the Holy Virgin 
Mary 
26th-St Leonard of Port-Maurice, Priest, Franciscan 
First Order, died 1751 
30th-St Andrew, Apostle, Martyr, died 1st Century 
 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement 6:00 PM 

September 13, 2022 
   Opening prayer from The Ritual was led by Janice 
Rybaski.  Members present: Janice Rybaski, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Sue Zenzen, Charlotte VanRisseghem, 
Janet Berendt, Rita Vosen and David Czech.   
   Minutes of the August gathering were reviewed and 
approved. 
   Treasurer’s report: 
Expenses: $45.00 for a plant in memory of Elvira Stumpf 
Balance: $951.86 
   Our members will not be attending the Fall Regional 
Gathering at St Bonaventure in Bloomington on 
September 24, 2022. 
   We will hold a Profession Renewal service at the 
October 11th gathering. 
   Liturgy of the Hours was led by Janice Rybaski.  Sue 
Zenzen led ongoing formation from “To Live as Francis 
Lived,” Reflections 12 & 13.  Next month we will read 
Reflections 14 & 15.   
   Closing prayer from The Ritual was led by Janice 
Rybaski at 7:30 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by Janet Berendt ofs secretary. 

The Story of Our Lady of the Rosary 

Saint Pius V established this feast in 1573. The purpose was to 

thank God for the victory of Christians over the Turks at 

Lepanto—a victory attributed to the praying of the rosary. 

Clement XI extended the feast to the universal Church in 1716. 

The development of the rosary has a long history. First a 

practice developed of praying 150 Our Fathers in imitation of 

the 150 Psalms. Then there was a parallel practice of praying 

150 Hail Marys. Soon a mystery of Jesus’ life was attached to 

each Hail Mary. Though Mary’s giving of the rosary to Saint 

Dominic is recognized as a legend, the development of this 

prayer form owes much to the followers of Saint Dominic. One 

of them, Alan de la Roche, was known as “the apostle of the 

rosary.” He founded the first Confraternity of the Rosary in the 

15th century. In the 16th century, the rosary was developed to 

its present form—with the 15 mysteries: joyful, sorrowful and 

glorious. In 2002, Pope John Paul II added the five Mysteries of 

Light to this devotion. The purpose of the rosary is to help us 

meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation. Pius XII called 

it a compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his 

birth, life, death, and resurrection. The Our Fathers remind us 

that Jesus’ Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail Marys 

remind us to join with Mary in contemplating these mysteries. 

They also make us aware that Mary was and is intimately joined 

with her Son in all the mysteries of his earthly and heavenly 

existence. The Glory Bes remind us that the purpose of all life is 

the glory of the Trinity. The rosary appeals to many. It is simple. 

The constant repetition of words helps create an atmosphere in 

which to contemplate the mysteries of God. We sense that Jesus 

and Mary are with us in the joys and sorrows of life. We grow in 

hope that God will bring us to share in the glory of Jesus and 

Mary forever.    franciscanmedia.org 
 

 

Prayer to Our Lady of the Rosary 
Most gentle Mother, bless me as I pray and 

meditate on the joyful, sorrowful and glorious 
mysteries of the Holy Rosary.  Help me to obtain 

the graces that you have promised for all those 
who consecrate their hearts to you so that I may 
share in the splendor of God’s kingdom with you 

forever and ever. Amen.  
Feast day: October 7 


